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				Editorial 2:Reshaping the landscape of language education: Sharing insights, best practices, and research

				Introduction

				Over the past decade, we have witnessed a massive shift in information and digital technologies that has had an enormous impact on second language teaching and learning. These changes have forced education to undergo significant transformations in how languages are taught and mediated. The rapid pace of technological advancement, the increasing importance of global communication, and the evolving needs of learners are reshaping the landscape of language education. Despite these advancements, there remains a gap in understanding how best to integrate these emerging tools and methodologies into effective language instruction. Educators, researchers, and policymakers continue to seek answers to critical questions about how to prepare learners to thrive in an interconnected, digital world.

				This special edition focuses on how these challenges are understood and mediated in various education and teaching contexts. It is evident from a scan of the literature that the way these challenges are mediated requires a rethinking of language teaching and assessment in the 21st-century context. The integration of 21st-century skills, the rise of artificial intelligence, the use of digital humanities, and the push toward more autonomous and lifelong learning are just some of the areas that demand further exploration and innovation. Addressing these challenges and opportunities is crucial to ensuring that language education keeps pace with the demands of the modern world. 

				In the first article, Anil Kanjee argues that the racialised history of South African education, rooted in colonial and apartheid policies, has deliberately marginalised indigenous languages while privileging English and Afrikaans. He postulates that these legacies still shape current educational inequities, citing the gap between policy intent and classroom 
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				reality attributed to historical inequities, the perceived economic benefits of English, and assessment systems that prioritise performance and curriculum coverage over learning. Collectively, these factors create what we term the second language paradox. This paradox poses core challenges for improving teaching and learning in the Foundation phase. To address this gap, this paper argues for a shift in how assessment results are reported, from percentage and scale-score reporting to performance-level reporting systems that provide detailed information on what learners know and can do. 

				The first article lays the foundation for the discussion on second language instruction in South Africa. In his study on Examining critical thinking and creativity in second language classrooms in South African higher education, Ramnund-Mansingh focused on multilingual, structurally unequal learning environments. In his research, he examined how second-language instruction in South African higher education can be strengthened to foster critical thinking and creativity in multilingual, structurally unequal learning environments. The study explored how pedagogical practices, institutional structures, and technological systems shape opportunities for learner participation, critical engagement, and creative expression. The findings reveal that while Global South higher education systems are increasingly embracing learner-centred and technology-supported pedagogies, implementation remains constrained by structural and institutional barriers.

				One of the enduring limitations concerns the medium of instruction used in higher education contexts. The rapid development of artificial intelligence (AI) and autonomous learning systems has transformed language education worldwide. However, most studies have focused on well-resourced languages such as English, Spanish, French, and Mandarin, with limited attention to indigenous and under-resourced languages in Africa, such as isiZulu. Sokhela and Thango interrogate the use of autonomous language-learning technologies in isiZulu, exploring how adaptive digital tools and AI-driven methodologies can support learner autonomy, enhance cultural relevance, and promote linguistic proficiency. Drawing on secondary literature on computer-assisted language learning (CALL), narrative studies of AI in language education, and emerging research on distributed agency in second language teaching, the study examines both the potential opportunities and inherent challenges of deploying autonomous systems in isiZulu education. 

				Still focusing on artificial intelligence (AI) and autonomous learning systems and their transformational impact on language education worldwide, Indongo and Ruhozu studied English second language teaching and learning and ChatGPT. The research explored how ChatGPT could support English as a second language (ESL) teaching and learning in Namibia’s public universities, drawing on insights from lecturers at the University of Namibia (UNAM) and the Namibia University of Science and Technology (NUST). The findings suggest that ChatGPT should be used as a supplementary tool in ESL teaching, working alongside the indispensable human contributions of scaffolding, contextualised responses, and nurturing critical thought.

				In the closing article of this section, Sulaeman, Dong Hoon, Yundayani, Goziyah and Syafri focused on using the discussion method to improve Korean learners’ ability to write narrative texts in Indonesian. The authors argue that Instructional methodology influences the efficacy of foreign language teaching and learning. In their study, they investigated the effect of using the 
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				discussion method to teach narrative text writing to foreign language students. The students’ ability to write narrative text in Indonesian before and after narrative-test-writing instruction was assessed using data collected from pre- and post-tests administered to both groups. The results showed that, whereas all students benefited from narrative-text-writing instruction, learning through discussion had a greater positive effect on learners’ ability to write narrative texts in Indonesian.
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