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				Editorial 2

				Early childhood education (ECE) lays the foundation for a child’s lifelong learning journey. More and more, new insights and understandings of child development are evolving, and concomitantly, new preschool education has seen several exciting trends in recent years, with innovative approaches to enhance children’s learning experiences. Current trends in early childhood education, inter alia, focus on increasing physical activity, social-emotional learning (SEL), inclusive classrooms, integrating STEM/STEAM through play-based methods, a heightened focus on mental health, outdoor activity, and holistic development requiring higher degrees for educators, and incorporating more technology into learning. In this section of Perspectives in Education, we explore the latest trends and developments shaping the landscape of early childhood education.

				In the opening article by Ayesha Carrim and Itumeleng Setlhodi, titled Leading with heart, it is argued that it is not policies but people-guided by empathy, respect, and gratitude-who sustain schools. They investigated how school leaders conceptualised leading with heart, that is, how leadership rooted in empathy, gratitude and human connection supports foundation phase teachers during the COVID-19 pandemic. The study underscores the importance of values-driven leadership in sustaining teacher wellbeing and trust within school communities. 

				Parental involvement is important in early childhood education, argue Mologadi Lucia Maisela, because it strengthens children’s learning, development, and wellbeing by creating consistent support between home and the educational setting. In her study titled Policy imperatives for strengthening parental involvement in inclusive rural foundation phase education, she found that parental involvement in inclusive rural foundation phase classes is insufficient, primarily due to socio-economic and educational challenges faced by parents. However, it is not only parental involvement that is important; the community’s involvement is also important, as indicated by Mariana Rodríguez-Donoso and Johanna Camacho González. They argue that educational communities serve as vital environments where children develop meaningful relationships and acquire essential knowledge regarding sustainability. Nonetheless, the extant literature on early 
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				childhood education for sustainability has addressed the collective participation of these communities in a fragmented fashion, frequently overlooking the relationships among diverse stakeholders. 

				Turning a corner, Sam Ramaila argue that innovative and participatory pedagogical approaches have emerged as transformative strategies in modern education. He argues that, particularly in early childhood development (ECD) and the foundation phase, current approaches emphasise harnessing constructivist and participatory learning principles, where young learners actively construct knowledge through exploration, interaction, and collaborative engagement. Drawing on social constructivism as a theoretical framework, he demonstrates how participatory pedagogies empower learners to take ownership of their learning, develop critical thinking skills, and collaborate more effectively. The study highlights the implications for teacher training, advocating for targeted initiatives to equip teachers with the skills necessary to manage participatory, learner-centred classrooms effectively. The next article, titled Innovative approaches to sustainable quality teaching in early childhood development, logically linked to this argument. Rina Lemmer posits that early childhood development (ECD) should be guided by children’s natural interests rather than imposed by rigid curricula or external expectations. This phase should be a time for the learner to unfold, connect, listen, and understand, while creating an inclusive community of learners that welcomes diversity and celebrates culture and tradition.

				We closed this special edition with an informative article on Green songs as music education for sustainable development in an early childhood setting. Mignon van Vreden reports on her innovative study in which she investigated the need to integrate education for sustainable development (ESD) into music teacher education. Within the ‘Green Songs’ project, an undergraduate service-learning project in a music education module, seven pre-service music teachers (PSMTs) composed and taught original environmental songs to pre-schoolers, aiming to foster ecological awareness through music. Findings show that creating and teaching culturally relevant green songs empowered PSMTs to connect global sustainability goals to local early childhood settings.

				We trust that you will find the selection of articles presented both informative and of use in your own research practice. 
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