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				EDITORIAL

				This issue of the Southern Journal for Contemporary History comprises two parts. The first is a Dossier entitled “Reframing African Monetary History: A Southern African Perspective”. This collection of new and innovative research on African monetary history results from a workshop, themed “Money and Monetary Institutions in Africa”, that took place at the University of the Free State on 13 and 14 September 2022. The workshop was financially supported by the Young Scholars Initiative (YSI) and the International Studies Group (ISG) of the University of the Free State. The dossier comprises an introduction and three papers, each exploring an exciting aspect of Zimbabwe’s economic and financial history. Tinashe Takuva and Bernard Kusena present a detailed history of the Land and Agricultural Bank of Southern Rhodesia, which became, “a useful tool to promote settler hegemony in Southern Rhodesia” between 1924 and 1963. Geraldine Sibanda’s paper describes monetary developments in Zimbabwe since its independence in 1980 to 2022, detailing the “Economics of Mistrust” in the country. Finally, Jabulani Shaba’s article is set in a more recent period of Zimbabwe’s history, between c.1990 and 2019. In his article, Shaba explores the role of women in the artisanal gold mining industry in Zimbabwe’s Mazowe District, “focusing on the everyday lives of women and value exchanges in artisanal gold mining spaces”. 

				The second part of the issue comprises three thematically distinct papers, all of which relate to Southern Africa. The first one, by Gustav Hendrich, describes in detail the banning of Lenin’s Collected Works in apartheid South Africa, using this example to illustrate how censorship operated and developed under 
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				the National Party’s regime. Mandla Radebe offers an analysis of the feud between Mangosuthu Gatsha Buthelezi and one of his fiercest adversaries, Mzala Nxumalo, considering the book, Gatsha Buthelezi: Chief with a Double Agenda, written by the latter against the former, and Buthelezi’s reaction to it. As the author explains, “While acknowledging weaknesses in Mzala’s methodology and academic approach, particularly in terms of rigour, the article asserts the enduring significance of his book in shaping scholarly discourse”. Hence, Radebe calls for the “unbanning” of Mzala’s book in South Africa. Finally, Mbongiseni Matsenjwa’s paper explores the experiences of Swazi migrants who worked in South African mines during the 1960s and 1990s, examining the impact of labour decline on the migrants and their families. Matsenjwa bring out the voices of the miners and their relatives through a skilful use of interviews conducted in Eswatini.
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