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				Chieftaincy and Politics: The Role of Nana Kobina Nketsia IV in the Fight for Independence in Ghana, 1945-1957

				ABSTRACT

				By the first decade of the twentieth century, the whole of Africa, except Ethiopia and Liberia, had been brought under colonial rule by the European powers. Colonialism was indeed seen by the people of the Gold Coast as a canker, and so, the nationalists, both pre-World War 2 and post-World War 2, struggled to overthrow it. Nana Kobina Nketsia IV, a highly educated Paramount Chief of Essikado, Sekondi-Takoradi, also entered the scene and actively supported the nationalist cause for self-government. This paper focuses on the under-recognised contributions of one traditional ruler in Ghana’s anti-colonial struggle and challenges the prevailing narrative, which often focuses solely on figures within the United Gold Coast Convention (UGCC) and the Convention People’s Party (CPP) by exploring the case of Nana Kobina Nketsia IV. Employing an array of sources such as newspaper articles, interviews and major secondary works, the paper contends that existing scholarship neglects the significant role played by traditional authorities, like Nana Nketsia IV. The paper aims to enrich Ghana’s political history by highlighting his involvement in the nationalist struggle by discussing the roles played by the Chief in the UGCC and the CPP. It also brings to the fore Nana Kobina Nketsia IV’s contribution to Positive Action in Ghana. 
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				INTRODUCTION

				By 1922, the entire stretch of land that constitutes modern-day Ghana had come under British colonial rule. It was made up of the Colony, which was annexed in 1874, Asante and the Northern Territories in 1902, and the Trans-Volta Togoland in 1922. This implied that the people of the Gold Coast had lost their sovereignty to the British. The people vehemently resisted, hence the nationalist struggle.1 The struggle continued until independence was achieved in 1957. This explains why Ghana’s political history is replete with nationalists who openly fought and resisted colonialism. Although, as a chief, Nana Nketsia IV was expected to collaborate with British colonial officials in the administration of the Gold Coast during the colonial period, especially following the adoption of the Indirect Rule System, he did not do so. Rather, Nana Nketsia IV supported the nationalist struggle to eradicate colonial rule in the Gold Coast. This was, indeed, significant in the era of Indirect Rule, as chiefs became collaborators of the system. Richard Rathbone noted that British colonial officials found the traditional rulers available and able to effectively help them administer the Gold Coast.2 To borrow the words of Rathbone,

				British decision-makers had concluded that they could only rule the Gold Coast effectively with the assistance of the country’s traditional rulers. In the absence of anything more than a skeletal police and military force, chiefly power was the best and, almost certainly, the only guarantee of what the British deemed to be law and order; this in turn and everywhere was believed to be the most essential ingredient of a propitious trading climate. […] Chiefs were seen as the centres of economic power controlling, […] access to land and the people who worked on that land.3

				Consequently, the British colonial officials adopted Indirect Rule, as it was seen as the best system for operating with their limited resources.4 The chiefs in the Gold Coast were, thus, made in charge of everyday life in their locality. They attended to issues that related to inheritance, marriage, birth, death and other developmental projects, particularly road construction.5 This was the situation in the Gold Coast when World War 2 started in 1939 and continued through to 1945.

				
					
						1	JM Allman, The Quills of the porcupine: Asante nationalism in an emerging Ghana (Madison: The University of Wisconsin Press, 1993), p. 104.

					
					
						2	R Rathbone, Nkrumah and the chiefs: The politics of chieftaincy in Ghana, 1951-1960 (Athens: Ohio University Press, 2000), p. 10.

					
					
						3	Rathbone, Nkrumah and the chiefs, p. 10.

					
					
						4	Rathbone, Nkrumah and the chiefs, p. 10.

					
					
						5	Rathbone, Nkrumah and the chiefs, p. 10.
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				The end of World War 2 was a watershed moment as it psychologically and culturally intensified the anticolonial struggle.6 As a result, after World War 2, when nationalism became radical and political parties were formed to intensify the struggle for independence, many chiefs hesitated to join the United Gold Coast Convention (UGCC) and Convention People’s Party (CPP).7 It was, to this end, that Kwame Nkrumah said that, “those of our chiefs who are with us we honour […] those […] who join forces with the imperialist […] there shall come a time when they will run away fast and leave their sandals behind them”.8 This conversation of Rathbone meant that there was chiefly collaboration with the colonial state in the Gold Coast. 

				Nana Kobina Nketsia IV did not collaborate with the colonialists, and therefore his stance is interesting to study as it diverged from the general attitude of chiefs in the Gold Coast. It will thus be useful to analyse the role of Nana Kobina Nketsia IV as a non-conformist who refused to collaborate with the colonial government, unlike other chiefs. On another leg of the conversation, Nana Kobina Nketsia IV has been unsung in the construction of Ghana’s nationalist history. This is in line with what Jean Allman termed the “disappearing” of historical actors, whether great or small, from both human and documentary memory, using the case of H Kudjoe, the national propaganda secretary for Kwame Nkrumah’s CPP.9 H Kudjoe played a central and critical role in the fight for independence, but had been erased from the popular Ghanaian historical memory. As in the case of H Kudjoe, the contributions of Nana Nketsia IV are erased from the historical record.

				It could be that Nana Nketsia has been overlooked by historians because the CPP has been associated with a more radical left-leaning form of nationalism, and “chiefs” as a group have tended to be associated with parties opposed to the CPP, such as the Northern People’s Party (NPP) and the (Asante) National Liberation Movement (NLM). Nana Kobina Nketsia, as a chief who strongly backed the CPP, therefore does not quite fit with common perceptions of chiefs in the anti-colonial struggle. Could it also be that Nana Kobina Nketsia suffered the fate of collective historical forgetting, though he played such an important role in Ghana’s independence struggle? To this end, A Howard argues that Nana Nketsia IV was the main architect of the Positive 

				
					
						6	F Gerits, The ideological scramble for Africa: How the pursuit of anticolonial modernity shaped a postcolonial order, 1945-1966 (London: Cornell University Press, 2023), p. 6. 

					
					
						7	The United Gold Coast Convention (UCC) was the first political party to be formed in Ghana in 1947.The Convention People’s Party (CPP) was the second political party to be established in Ghana in 1949. It was formed when Kwame Nkrumah left the UGCC to establish his own party.

					
					
						8	Rathbone, Nkrumah and the chiefs, p. 22.

					
					
						9	J Allman, “The disappearing of Hannah Kudjoe: Nationalism, feminism and the tyrannies of History”, Journal of Women’s History 21 (3), 2009, p. 3.
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				Action in the Gold Coast, which propelled Nkrumah to the limelight.10 As she noted, it was through the determination and leadership of the CPP, including Nana Nketsia IV, that Ghana became the first country in Sub-Saharan Africa to achieve independence.11 This meant that Nana Nketsia IV contributed significantly to the independence struggle, but he has been forgotten. It is, thus, important to state, however, that not much is known about the roles played by Nana Kobina Nketsia IV.12

				To accomplish this objective, the paper first examines Nana Kobina Nketsia IV’s participation in Ghana’s fight for independence in the post-World War 2 era. Specifically, it examines his involvement and roles in the railway workers’ union and party politics, such as the UGCC and the CPP. Secondly, the article dwells extensively on the Chief’s participation in Positive Action.

				The study is based on oral interviews, newspaper articles, and major books on the political history of Ghana. In total, about 8 people were interviewed using purposive and snowball sampling techniques. While some of the interviewees, such as Atta Addison, were his classmates and contemporaries, others, such as K Haizel and Col. (Rtd.) M Rocques were eyewitness to the events in question. They were, for example, with Nana Kobina Nketsia IV at Essikado palace when the colonial police hit the chief and he became unconscious. Other informants, such as Professor D Agyemang and Emeritus Professor KA Ninsin, were interviewed for their knowledge of the chief and the political history of Ghana. 

				Apart from the interviews, information was gleaned from newspaper articles in The Spectator Daily, The Ashanti Pioneer, and The Daily Graphic, as well as archival documents. These were obtained from the National and Regional branches of the Public Records and Archives Administration Department (PRAAD) in Ghana and the George Padmore Research Library on African Affairs in Accra. Again, scholarly history books and journal articles that examine the political history of Ghana were utilised for the study. These data were indeed analysed qualitatively using the historical method of study. 

				
					
						10	A Howard, “When the people decide: A study of the independence movement in Ghana”, African Diaspora ISPs (41), 1999, p. 14.

					
					
						11	Howard, “When the people decide: A study of the independence movement in Ghana”, p. 21.

					
					
						12	Nana Kobina Nketsia IV was one of the first educated paramount chiefs in Ghana to actively engage in politics as part of efforts to fight against colonialism in the country.
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				ENTRY OF NANA KOBINA NKETSIA IV INTO NATIONALIST POLITICS

				Nana Kobina Nketsia IV has been described by Dr A Addison as a “politician of no mean size”. In A Addison’s view, Nana Kobina Nketsia IV loomed too much in nationalist politics even to the detriment of his life.13 Indeed, his involvement in his country’s politics dominated all other aspects of his life. Again, as earlier pointed out, because the chiefs generally collaborated with the colonialists, at a point in time, Nana Kobina Nketsia IV remained among the very few literate paramount chiefs in the Gold Coast to have openly supported and participated in the activities of the UGCC and later the CPP. In the case of the Western Provincial House of Chiefs, Nana Kobina Nketsia IV became the only chief to be arrested and sentenced to prison for championing the cause of independence. As a consequence, he was awarded a Prison Graduate (PG) cap by the CPP.14 To this end, D Abongo states that if you, “mention the independence of Ghana, March 6, 1957, [then you are] mentioning the name of one of the greatest of the greats, Nana Kobina Nketsia P.G”.15 This is corroborated by M Rocques, who notes that Ghana’s independence came through the hard way and Nana Kobina Nketsia IV should be well remembered as one of the foremost fighters of freedom for Ghana. The Chief was arrested, humiliated, tortured, beaten, and finally imprisoned for embarking on Positive Action in 1950.16 The political history of Ghana would thus be richer if the nationalist role of Nana Kobina Nketsia IV as a non-conformist to the colonial government were given the attention it needs by academic historians.

				Before delving into the above, it is important to briefly review his biodata. Born on 17 February 1916, at New Town, Sekondi -Takoradi, Ekow Budu, his name prior to his installation as chief, hailed from the royal families of the Anona Stool and Ekona Stool in relation to his father’s and mother’s line, respectively. He started his elementary education at the Sekondi Methodist School, then at the Wesleyan School, Obuase, in the Ashanti Region, before entering the Mfantsipim School in 1933. He was employed at the Customs Department in Takoradi in 1939, where he worked until the death of his uncle, 

				
					
						13	Interview: author with A Addison, Takoradi, 10 October 2010. RE: Nationalism in Ghana during the 1940s and 1950s. 

					
					
						14	This cap was the highest honour the CPP conferred on those who sacrificed their lives and were jailed for the independence struggle in Ghana.

					
					
						15	KB Maison, Nana Kobina Nketsia IV: The spirit of Positive Action (Lagos: Trust House Publications, 1995), p. 22.

					
					
						16	Interview: author with AM Rocques, Accra, 11 January 2010. RE: Arrest and imprisonment of Nana Kobina Nketsia IV.

					
				

			

		

	
		
			
				
					6

				

				
					SJCH 50 (2) | 2025

				

			

		

		
			
				Nana Kobina Nketsia III, on 31 August 1948.17 As a result, Ekow Budu was installed as Omanhene of Essikado, and he became Nana Kobina Nketsia IV. 

				Interestingly, Nana Kobina Nketsia IV first gained prominence as one of the few literate people to be installed as an Omanhene in the 1940s. Realistically, as Omanhene under the Native Administration Ordinance, he was an instrument and a partner of the colonial government. As such, he should not have opposed the colonial authorities. Nana Kobina Nketsia IV, however, chose to support his nation’s course. This explains why he set out to fight for the freedom of his country and its people. Explaining why he chose this course, KY Boafo notes that Nana Kobina Nketsia IV detested colonialism and was determined to fight it at all costs, irrespective of his status as a chief and even at the risk of his life.18 According to Angela Howard, Nana Kobina Nketsia IV was committed to supporting strategies such as strikes, demonstrations, and rallies in the struggle to liberate the Gold Coast from colonial rule.19 

				The Chief’s involvement in Ghana’s politics began when he was employed by His Majesty’s Customs Department in Takoradi. His residence in Takoradi significantly shaped his political outlook, bringing him into close contact with railway workers. Even though life was difficult in Sekondi-Takoradi, especially due to poverty and political conditions, by the time Nana Kobina Nketsia IV began working in the Customs Department, he continued to lend his support to the railway Workers’ Union.20 The leadership of railway workers played a significant role in Ghana’s attainment of independence. 

				Due to the significant role railway workers played in sustaining the colonial economy, they became instrumental to the nationalists’ activities. The nationalists in Ghana used them to register their displeasure against colonialism. Again, the railway workers took advantage of their key position to demand equal and fair treatment. This was the rationale for their strikes in 1918, 1921 and 1939.21 F Mills explains that the underlying source of the general feeling of social injustice among the railway workers made them receptive to the message of the CPP.22

				By 1945, the railway Workers’ Union had become a formidable force to reckon with. David Kimble put it right when he noted that it was not until after 

				
					
						17	Public Records and Archives Administration Department, (PRAAD, Accra), ADM/8/4585/British Sekondi Native Affairs, 9 October 1948.

					
					
						18	Interview: Author with KY Boafo, Accra, 30 September 2010. RE: Colonialism in West Africa.

					
					
						19	Howard, “When the people decide”, p. 14.

					
					
						20	Interview: author with KY Boafo, Accra, 30 September 2010. RE: Colonialism in West Africa. 

					
					
						21	FN Mills, The role of Sekondi in the independence of the Gold Coast 1947-1957 (M.Phil. University of Cape Coast, 2006), p. 152. 

					
					
						22	Mills, The Role of Sekondi, p. 152. 
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				the Second World War that trade unions became an active force or contributed in any significant way to the nationalist movement.23 That year witnessed the formation of the first Trades Union Congress (TUC) in the Gold Coast. It had its headquarters in Sekondi-Takoradi. Initially, there were about 14 registered unions and 6 030 paid-up memberships. CW Techie-Menson and M Gaisie were the first President and General Secretary of the TUC, respectively. 

				After its formation, Nana Kobina Nketsia IV became a source of counsel and inspiration to the TUC. A Addison notes that Nana Kobina Nketsia IV’s nationalist posture, eloquence, and political activism won the admiration and support of the masses, especially the railway workers in Sekondi-Takoradi, who saw him as a leader and a patriotic son of the Gold Coast.24 He further explained that the prominent, “role of the railway workers was as a result of the Chief’s speeches that moved and inspired them to follow and support the nationalist struggle for independence.”25 This is because the people, “saw colonialism as a rule whereby a foreigner exploited the indigenes not for love but for their own national interest. It was, indeed, an unjust system.”26 

				In 1945, certain factors intensified nationalism, making it more militant or radical. The nationalists set out to expedite the struggle for independence. One such factor was that the United States of America (USA) and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) emerged as world superpowers following World War 2. These two powers favoured the decolonisation of all countries. Again, the Atlantic Charter and the United Nations formulated policies that promoted fundamental human rights and decolonisation.27 The War also corrected the erroneous impression of white superiority over blacks. Coupled with this were the plight of cocoa farmers and the general economic hardship of the colonial subjects in Ghana.28 

				The immediate aftermath of these factors was the formation of political parties in Ghana. The United Gold Coast Convention (UGCC) was formed in August 1947. Its chairman was G Alfred Grant.29 Nana Kobina Nketsia IV 

				
					
						23	D Kimble, A political history of Ghana: The rise of Gold Coast nationalism 1850-1928. (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1963), p. 45. 

					
					
						24	Interview: author with A Addison, Takoradi, 10 October 2010. RE: Nationalism in Ghana during the 1940s and 1950s. 

					
					
						25	Interview: author with KY Boafo, Accra, 30 September 2010. RE: Colonialism in West Africa. 

					
					
						26	Interview: author with KY Boafo, Accra, 30 September 2010. 

					
					
						27	K Skinner, The fruits of freedom in British Togoland: Literacy, politics and nationalism, (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2015), p. 8.

					
					
						28	AA Boahen, Ghana evolution and change in the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries (London: Longman Group Ltd., 1975), pp. 156-157; D Austin, Politics in Ghana 1946-1960, (London: Oxford University Press, 1970), p. 58. 

					
					
						29	Boahen, Ghana: evolution and change, p. 160; K Nkrumah, Ghana: The autobiography of Kwame Nkrumah, 1st ed. (London: Panaf Books, 1961), pp. 62-64. 
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				had a cordial relationship with G Alfred Grant, and through this association, he became part of the informal discussions that led to the emergence of the UGCC.30 This explains why, immediately after the formation of the UGCC, Alfred Grant relied on Nana Kobina Nketsia IV to organise the party’s Sekondi branch. 

				The UGCC Sekondi-Takoradi branch was inaugurated at the Optimism Club in Sekondi-Takoradi in September 1947. Nana Kobina Nketsia IV was the chairman. Other members who assisted him were Samuel Coleman, AE Inkumsah, D Welbeck, Bredu Parbi, ST Amoako, JS Appiah, Pobee Biney, KT Ocran, A Kobina Woode, F Woode, and P Agyekum.31 They set out to address the problems of the nation’s unemployment, the ruthless exploitation of mineral deposits, the decision to cut down cocoa trees affected by the swollen-shoot disease, and the provision of schools, especially a university and secondary schools in the Gold Coast. Thus, under the leadership of Nana Kobina Nketsia IV, the Sekondi-Takoradi branch of the UGCC was organised into a very powerful association.32

				In November 1947, Nana Kobina Nketsia IV resigned from the Customs Department to pursue further studies in the USA. This time coincided with Kwame Nkrumah’s arrival in the Gold Coast to assume the position of General Secretary in the UGCC. On Nkrumah’s arrival, the Sekondi-Takoradi branch of the UGCC under Nana Kobina Nketsia IV organised a meeting at the Optimism Club to listen to his message. This was Kwame Nkrumah’s first address on his arrival in Ghana.33 M Rocques pointed out that it was Nkrumah’s first lecture at the Optimism Club at Sekondi-Takoradi, which, according to the chief, “moved him to support his ideas”.34The lecture centred on the need to expedite action on or quicken the process of decolonisation in Ghana, an issue that “touched the heart” of the Chief. 

				Kwame Nkrumah asked Nana Nketsia IV to suspend his travel for the meantime. Despite Nkrumah’s intervention, he was still preparing to go to the USA when, as earlier pointed out, Nana Nketsia III, his uncle, who was the then paramount chief of Essikado, died. As a result, Nana Kobina Nketsia IV 

				
					
						30	Interview: author with NK Nketsia V, Cape Coast, 2 December 2010. RE: Formation of the United Gold Coast Convention. 

					
					
						31	Interview: author with AM Rocques, Accra,11 January 2010. RE: Formation of the United Gold Coast Convention. 

					
					
						32	Interview: author with AM Rocques, Accra, 11 January 2010. RE: Formation of the United Gold Coast Convention. 

					
					
						33	Interview: author with Nana Nketsia V, Cape Coast, 15 January 2025. RE: Life in prison of Nana Kobina Nketsia IV. 

					
					
						34	Interview: author with AM Rocques, Accra, 11 January 2010. RE: Formation of the United Gold Coast Convention. 
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				was installed as the successor and became the paramount chief of Essikado. His installation delayed his planned travel for further studies, which made it possible for Kwame Nkrumah to depend on him to organise UGCC members in Sekondi-Takoradi. 

				Nana Kobina Nketsia IV attended all public lectures organised by the UGCC. On 22 December 1948, the chief led a youth delegation from Sekondi-Takoradi to a lecture in Accra by Kwame Nkrumah, the then Secretary General of the UGCC. The lecture, titled The Liberty of the Subject, was held at King George V Memorial Hall. After the lecture, a resolution was passed to schedule a conference in Kumasi to be held during Christmas 1948. The Kumasi conference, however, could not go ahead, since the police refused to issue permits to the members. The essence of organising these lectures, as explained by KY Boafo, was to inculcate anti-colonial sentiments in the people. This was in line with what F Gerits calls a pan-human approach to the anti-colonial struggle.35 It was also intended to discuss issues related to the party’s welfare.36 It was also used as an occasion to forge unity and cohesion among its members. 

				Events on the Gold Coast led to riots and disturbances in 1948. The principal reason was the dissatisfaction of the ex-servicemen due to the inability of the Colonial Government to honour its promises made to them during World War 2. The chief participated in the exercise in Accra.37 The ex-servicemen eventually marched to the Osu Castle on 28 February 1948. In the estimation of M Rocques, Nana Kobina Nketsia IV participated in the event and was present when the three ex-servicemen were shot on that day.38 Major Imray, a British Senior Police Officer, ordered his men to fire on the group of unarmed ex-servicemen who were marching to the Christiansburg Castle to present a petition to the colonial Governor. Sergeant Adjetey, Odartey Lamptey and Corporal Attipoe died.39 Many ex-servicemen were also injured in the confusion that ensued. The immediate consequences were not only the boycott of European goods that began on 28 February 1948 in Accra, but also the sacking of expatriate stores and shops. This situation spread quickly to other towns such as Nsawam, Koforidua, Nkawkaw and Kumasi.40 

				One significant effect of this incident was that six prominent members of the UGCC, often referred to as the “Big Six”, namely, W Ofori Atta, J Boakye Danquah, E Akufo Addo, E Obetsebe Lamptey, E Ako Adjei and Kwame 

				
					
						35	Gerits, The ideological scramble for Africa, p. 8.

					
					
						36	Interview: author with KY Boafo, Accra, 30 September 2010. RE: Colonialism in West Africa. 

					
					
						37	Interview: author with AM Rocques, Accra, 11 January 2010. RE: The 1948 Riots in Ghana.

					
					
						38	Interview: author with AM Rocques, Accra, 11 January 2010. RE: The 1948 Riots in Ghana. 

					
					
						39	Boahen, Ghana: Evolution and Change, p. 162. 

					
					
						40	Boahen, Ghana: Evolution and Change, p. 163. 
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				Nkrumah, were accused of instigating the riots.41 Consequently, they were arrested and detained in Kumasi for about six weeks.42 This development undoubtedly intensified Gold Coast nationalist activities and took them to the next level. 

				The arrest and detention of the “Big Six” brought out the ingenuity and resourcefulness of all pro-Big Six nationalists and radical nationalists, especially Nana Kobina Nketsia IV.43 In the estimation of M Rocques, 

				We really gave the colonial government a lot of hell over the arrest. On hearing of the arrests, we met and set in motion a programme of agitation. We would meet in the night and write out agitation materials. Under the cloak of darkness with the materials hidden in our cloth, one or two of us went to the Methodist School and spread it all over. Early in the morning, when the pupils came, they picked them up and sent them to their parents.44

				The spread of such materials about the activities of the colonial government continued unabated until the “Big Six” were released.

				It must be noted that while in jail, the six prominent members were housed at a place where they could meet and deliberate on issues.45 It was during the discussion of issues that, in the estimation of D Rooney, “Nkrumah realized how deeply his views differed from those of the other five”.46 Here, not only did the other five members lambast Kwame Nkrumah for causing the riots that had led to their imprisonment, but E Ako Adjei, who had recommended him as the General Secretary of UGCC, was also criticised for doing so.47 

				This explains why, shortly after their release from prison in April 1948, even though the six members became popular in the country’s political landscape, a strained relationship emerged between Kwame Nkrumah and the other members of the UGCC over political ideology and conflicting views. This ideological divide reached its peak when, in August 1948, the leadership suspended Kwame Nkrumah as the General Secretary of the UGCC and appointed him honorary treasurer. Kwame Nkrumah’s suspension centred on issues such as his radicalism and connection with the communist world, the 

				
					
						41	Nkrumah, Ghana: The autobiography of Kwame Nkrumah, p. 79.

					
					
						42	D Rooney, Kwame Nkrumah: The political kingdom in the Third World, (London: IB Tauris, 1988), p. 40. 

					
					
						43	K Vieta, The flagbearers of Ghana: Profiles of one hundred distinguished Ghanaians (Accra: Ena Publications, 1999), p. 555. 

					
					
						44	Interview: author with AM Rocques, Accra, 11 January 2010. RE: The 1948 Riots in Ghana.

					
					
						45	Rooney, Kwame Nkrumah: The political kingdom in the Third World, p. 40.

					
					
						46	Rooney, Kwame Nkrumah: The political kingdom in the Third World, p. 40.

					
					
						47	Rooney, Kwame Nkrumah: The political kingdom in the Third World, p. 40. 
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				establishment of the Ghana National College and the founding of the Ghana Evening Newspaper in Accra.48 

				Nana Kobina Nketsia IV attended the meeting at Salpond when the conflict that culminated in the breakaway of Kwame Nkrumah and the youth from the UGCC occurred.49 Efforts aimed at settling the differences between Kwame Nkrumah and the leaders of the UGCC proved futile. Firstly, a committee was established under the chairmanship of William Ofori Atta to resolve the dispute. Unfortunately, it could not achieve its target. Secondly, Nana Kobina Nketsia IV tried unsuccessfully to heal the widening gap between Kwame Nkrumah and the UGCC.50 This was because he saw the unity of the nationalist movement as significant in the fight against all forms of colonialism.51 Another version of this account, as stated by K Gbedemah, was that Nana Kobina Nketsia IV took an active part in the decision to break away from the UGCC.52 The first account, however, appears to be more credible and the most likely reason for Nana Kobina Nketsia IV’s efforts to bridge the gap between the UGCC and Kwame Nkrumah. Whatever the case may be, the fact is that Kwame Nkrumah broke away from the UGCC to form the Convention People’s Party (CPP). 

				The essence of discussing Kwame Nkrumah’s breakaway from the UGCC and the formation of the CPP is to bring to the fore the role that Nana Kobina Nketsia IV played in the newly formed party. Before the final decision to break away from the UGCC was taken, Kwame Nkrumah and Daniel Inkumsah came to Essikado to discuss the latest developments with Nana Kobina Nketsia IV and to solicit his support in organising the party in the Sekondi-Takoradi area.53 K Haizel explained that, at the time, Nana Kobina Nketsia IV was filled with political venom and bitterness toward the colonial authorities.54 To this end, he threw his lot behind Kwame Nkrumah and, thus, came to play a key role in the Convention People’s Party.55

				
					
						48	Boahen, Ghana: Evolution and Change, pp. 166-67; Nkrumah, Ghana: The autobiography of Kwame Nkrumah, pp. 88-89.

					
					
						49	Interview: author with AM Rocques, Accra, 11 January 2010. RE: Formation of the Convention People’s Party. 

					
					
						50	Interview: author with AM Rocques, Accra, 11 January 2010. RE: Formation of the Convention People’s Party. 

					
					
						51	Interview: author with AM Rocques, Accra, 11 January 2010. RE: Formation of the Convention People’s Party. 

					
					
						52	Maison, The spirit of Positive Action, p.14. 

					
					
						53	Interview: author with AM Rocques, Accra, 11 January 2010. RE: Formation of the Convention People’s Party. 

					
					
						54	Interview: author with K Haizel, Accra, 30 September 2010. RE: Formation of the Convention People’s Party.

					
					
						55	Interview: author with K Haizel, Accra, 30 September 2010. RE: Formation of the Convention People’s Party. 
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				NANA KOBINA NKETSIA IV AND THE CPP

				As mentioned earlier, the hostile relationship that developed between the UGCC and Kwame Nkrumah led to the formation of the Convention People’s Party (CPP). In the estimation of K Kesse-Adu, “Nkrumah founding of the CPP in June 1949, was the final act marking his secession from the UGCC”.56 The Chief attended the all-night Conference of 11 June 1949, when a decision was finalised to form the CPP. The next day, that is, Sunday, 12 June, the CPP was born. The announcement of the formation of the CPP was made by Kwame Nkrumah at a mammoth rally at the Arena meeting ground in Accra on 12 June 1949. This rally was attended by an estimated crowd of about 60 000 people.57 

				The CPP’s aim of adopting appropriate methods and to fight through all constitutional means to achieve “self-government now” for the people of the Gold Coast attracted the chief. To execute this, the Committee on Youth Organization (CYO) was established. It was a very active and dominant group in the CPP and was made up of four groups, “the Youth Study Group of Accra, the Asante Youth Association of Kumasi, the Wassa Youth Association of Tarkwa and the Ghana Youth Association of Sekondi, all of which were composed of school leavers, junior civil servants, petty traders and young shop assistants”.58 Thus, the CPP intentionally mobilised the populace into its various units throughout the country. 

				After the formation of the CPP and the CYO, Nana Kobina Nketsia IV contributed his quota to the party’s programmes and activities. He recruited energetic people for the party and later rallied popular support for “Positive Action”.59 Essikado, in Sekondi-Takoradi, became an important centre for the Convention People’s Party. Nana Kobina Nketsia IV gathered the youth of Essikado and inculcated “the CPP Doctrines” in them.60 They advocated “Positive Action” as an invaluable instrument to quicken the demand for “Self-Government Now”. D Agyeman notes that, “the chief 

				
					
						56	K Kesse-Adu, The politics of detention in Ghana (Accra: Ghana Publishing Corporation, 1971), p. 1. 

					
					
						57	Boahen, Ghana: Evolution and Change, p. 167. 

					
					
						58	Boahen, Ghana: Evolution and Change, p. 167. 

					
					
						59	D Austin, Politics in Ghana 1946-1960 (London: Oxford University Press, 1970), p. 85; DM McFarland, Historical dictionary of Ghana (London: The Scarecrow Press, Inc., 1985), p. 131; PT Omari, Kwame Nkrumah: The anatomy of African Dictatorship (London: C. Hurst & Company, 1970), p. 44. 

					
					
						60	This refers to the party’s commitment to the promotion of social justice, Pan-Africanism and Nkrumahism.
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				educated the masses on the necessity of joining Kwame Nkrumah’s party to win independence”.61

				Nana Kobina Nketsia IV was the only chief in the Gold Coast who openly followed Kwame Nkrumah in all his dealings. Even long before the declaration of Positive Action by Kwame Nkrumah, there were several top-secret meetings held in the chief’s palace by the CPP members.62 At these top-secret meetings, M Rocques, the then police officer at Essikado, noted that he was instructed by Superintendent Col. Hooton to monitor the activities of the CPP members and to provide a comprehensive report about them.63 

				In fact, as M Rocques was not in favour of the colonial government’s dealings, he secretly made this information known to Nana Kobina Nketsia IV and gave Col. Hooton incorrect information.64 These meetings were the beginnings of Positive Action, which shall be the subject of our next discussion.

				THE POSITIVE ACTION BY CPP

				It is relevant, in the context of this study, to briefly examine the role played by Nana Kobina Nketsia IV before, during and after the declaration of the Positive Action by Kwame Nkrumah. The Positive Action was one of the strategies adopted by the CPP to achieve its objectives of self-government now for the people of Ghana. “By Positive Action”, Kwame Nkrumah meant, “the adoption of all Legitimate and Constitutional means by which we can cripple the forces of imperialism in this country”.65 To achieve this, certain weapons were to be used. Such weapons of Positive Action were Legitimate Political Agitation, Newspaper and Educational Campaigns, and, lastly, the Constitutional Applications of Strikes, Boycott, and Non-co-operation through the principle of Absolute Non-Violence.66 This is corroborated by D Ziorklui, who notes that the Positive Action was a legitimate and constitutional means which the CPP adopted to cripple the forces of imperialism in the Gold Coast.67

				
					
						61	Interview: author with DK Agyeman, Cape Coast, 17 September 2010. RE: Positive Action in Ghana. 

					
					
						62	Interview: author with AM Rocques, Accra, 11 January 2010. RE: Positive Action in Ghana. 

					
					
						63	Interview: author with AM Rocques, Accra, 11 January 2010. RE: Positive Action in Ghana. 

					
					
						64	Interview: author with AM Rocques, Accra, 11 January 2010. RE: Positive Action in Ghana. 

					
					
						65	“Positive Action explained”, The Ashanti Pioneer, 25 October 1949; RS Gocking, The History of Ghana (London: Greenwood Press, 2005), p. 93. 

					
					
						66	The Ashanti Pioneer, 25 October 1949; K Nkrumah, Revolutionary Path (London: Panaf Books, 1973), p. 86. 

					
					
						67	ED Ziorklui, Rawlings/Kufour: Positive defiance VRS positive change (Accra: EM-ZED Books Centre, 2004), p. 27. 
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				The Positive Action first began with political education, newspaper agitation, platform speeches, and the establishment of the Ghana National College to inculcate a sense of nationalism among some Ghanaian students. The last resort of the Positive Action, which really affected the British Colonial Government and the colonial economy, in general, was the national non-violent sit-down-at-home strikes, boycotts and non-co-operation.68 It was this last resort that largely gained popular support from Nana Kobina Nketsia IV of Essikado. This explains why several meetings were held in his palace at Essikado, the last of which was on the eve of the declaration of Positive Action. This particular meeting was attended by Nana Kobina Nketsia IV, Pobee Biney, T Ocran, JK Mensah, A Ocran, D Abongo, Saki-Scheck, Kwame Afriyie, F Saifa and Kobina Kuma.69 At this meeting, it was decided that the Trade Union Congress should prepare for the strike immediately after Kwame Nkrumah announced it in Accra. 

				Despite this, the TUC began the sit-down strike before Kwame Nkrumah’s official declaration. This is corroborated by D Amenumey, who notes that two days earlier, before the official declaration of Positive Action by Kwame Nkrumah, the general strike had already been launched by the Trade Union Congress in Sekondi-Takoradi.70 According to M Rocques, the chief in Sekondi-Takoradi directed Pobee Biney to declare the start of the strike.71 Indeed, it was after the declaration that a message was sent to Accra to inform Kwame Nkrumah that the Positive Action had already begun in Sekondi-Takoradi.72 With these developments, undoubtedly, Kwame Nkrumah had no option but to openly declare the commencement of the Positive Action on 8 January 1950.73 But on this issue, Angela Howard notes that Nana Kobina Nketsia IV sent Pobee Biney to Accra with a message for Kwame Nkrumah written in the Fante Language that, “If you won’t do it, then we have started it [Positive Action]”.74 She went on to say that because of this, Kwame Nkrumah held a rally at Polo Ground in Accra on 8 January 1950 and declared the commencement of the Positive Action.75 Whatever the case may be, these claims demonstrate the invaluable role of Nana Kobina Nketsia IV in the declaration and success of the Positive Action in Ghana. Having 

				
					
						68	The Ashanti Pioneer, 25 December 1949. 

					
					
						69	Interview: author with AM Rocques, Accra, 11 January 2010. RE: Positive Action in Ghana.

					
					
						70	DEK Amenumey, Ghana: A concise history from the pre-colonial times to the Twentieth Century (Accra: Woeli Publishing Services, 2008), p. 207.

					
					
						71	Interview: author with AM Rocques, Accra, 11 January 2010. RE: Positive Action in Ghana. 

					
					
						72	Interview: author with AM Rocques, Accra, 11 January 2010. RE: Positive Action in Ghana. 

					
					
						73	Interview: author with AM Rocques, Accra, 11 January 2010. RE: Positive Action in Ghana. 

					
					
						74	Howard, “When the people decide,” p. 15.

					
					
						75	Howard, “When the people decide,” p. 15.
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				seen the circumstances that culminated in the official declaration of Positive Action, we will now shed light on the colonial government’s response to the strike declaration.

				COLONIAL GOVERNMENT’S RESPONSE TO THE POSITIVE ACTION 

				The colonial government reacted to the Positive Action by imposing a draconian State of Emergency, namely a 6:00 am to 6:00 pm curfew, which, in effect, proscribed group meetings.76 Not only was the CPP Evening News office in Accra closed down after it was raided, but party leaders in Kumasi and Sekondi-Takoradi were also apprehended. Here, we will try to discuss the case of Sekondi-Takoradi in detail. The Paramount Chief of Essikado, Nana Kobina Nketsia IV, an ardent supporter of Kwame Nkrumah and the CPP, made judicious and extensive use of the chieftaincy institution to ensure the sustainability and progress of Positive Action. As a chief, he had the gong-gong beaten for communal labour, and in the course of the work, deliberations in relation to the success of the Positive Action were discussed, after which the reports were sent to Kwame Nkrumah in Accra.77 Through the aforementioned strategies, the chief and Kwame Nkrumah devised effective plans to ensure the success of the Positive Action in Sekondi-Takoradi. As a result, on the night of 10 January 1950, Pobee Biney, F Essien and A Woode, after being ordered by Kwame Nkrumah through the chief, went to stop the trains from working.78 This led to the collapse of the Gold Coast colonial economy.

				Kwame Nkrumah, Nana Kobina Nketsia IV, and Nana Tsibu Darko IX scheduled a meeting in Accra on 13 January 1950 to discuss the issues in the country. Unfortunately, this meeting could not come off since Nana Kobina Nketsia IV was attacked by the colonial police in Sekondi-Takoradi.79 In the estimation of Kojo Vieta, “If this meeting had taken place, it was likely Ghana’s history might have had a different course”.80 From this time onwards, the colonial government set out to arrest Nana Kobina Nketsia IV, Kwame Nkrumah and other CPP leaders as part of efforts to curb the Positive Action and its aftermath. 

				
					
						76	Howard, “When the people decide,” p. 15. 

					
					
						77	Interview: author with K Haizel, Accra, 30 September 2010. RE: Positive Action in Ghana.

					
					
						78	Interview: author with AM Rocques, Accra, 11 January 2010. RE: Positive Action in Ghana. 

					
					
						79	Interview: author with AM Rocques, Accra, 11 January 2010. RE: Positive Action in Ghana. 

					
					
						80	K Vieta, K. The flagbearers of Ghana: Profiles of one hundred distinguished Ghanaians (Accra: Ena Publications, 1999), p. 556.
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				THE ARREST OF NANA KOBINA NKETSIA IV AND OTHER CPP MEMBERS 

				The colonial government saw that the best way to bring Positive Action under control was to arrest and detain the CPP executive members. Consequently, it made strides in apprehending them by first targeting those in Sekondi-Takoradi. It was the view of the colonial government that if Nana Kobina Nketsia IV, who was the pivot of the strike at Essikado, for instance, was arrested and cowed, it would break the spirit of Positive Action in Sekondi-Takoradi. This was because Sekondi-Takoradi had many workers from the Trade Union Congress. This explains why the colonial government dispatched Colonel Hooton with a platoon of police, numbering about one hundred, to the Essikado Palace to arrest Nana Kobina Nketsia IV and other CPP members in the area. 

				Although the policemen did not meet Nana Kobina Nketsia IV at the Essikado Palace because he had left the palace to buy fuel, the policemen entered and broke into the Chief’s palace. In the process, part of the Chief’s palace was demolished, family heirlooms were stolen, and other property was either chipped or broken. In the estimation of K Haizel,81the vandalism was such that even the Chief’s first daughter’s dolls were torn into bits. The rationale for such vandalism was part of the efforts by the Colonial police to kill Kwame Nkrumah, as some of the policemen, who shared such belief, were made aware that the latter could turn into objects, so if the police destroyed everything in Nana Kobina Nketsia IV’s palace, they would perhaps kill Kwame Nkrumah.82 Again, in the course of the vandalism, the mother of Nana Kobina Nketsia IV, namely M Budu-Athur, was physically assaulted by the police.83 To this end, the mother of the chief, in anger, caused the gong-gong to be beaten,84 called people to arm themselves and thus broke the curfew.85 Hence, she became the first woman in Ghana to have caused her men to arm themselves during curfew, thereby defying the colonial government’s order.86

				
					
						81	K Haizel was an eyewitness to the event. He was at the Essikado palace when the incident took place and thus provides testimony of what he saw.

					
					
						82	Interview: author with K Haizel, Accra, 30 September 2010. RE: Positive Action in Ghana.

					
					
						83	Interview: author with K Haizel, Accra, 30 September 2010. RE: Positive Action in Ghana.

					
					
						84	This is a traditional Ghanaian bell which is struck with a stich by a town crier to disseminate official message from the chief to the members in the community.

					
					
						85	Interview: author with K Haizel, Accra, 30 September 2010. RE: Positive Action in Ghana.

					
					
						86	Interview: author with K Haizel, Accra, 30 September 2010. RE: Positive Action in Ghana; P Boakye, “A Biography of Nana Kobina Nketsia IV”, (MPhil. University of Cape Coast, 2013), p. 101.
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				When Nana Kobina Nketsia IV arrived at the palace and saw the magnitude of the demolition of the palace by the policemen, who were described as Buga-buga people,87 that is, people who were ready to cause turmoil, he summoned the Asafo to beat the gong-gong in which about three hundred people from the vicinity came to the forecourt of the palace. These people were, indeed, in a belligerent mood as firstly, they had come fully armed and in anticipation of killing or beating the policemen who caused the demolition of the palace and the mayhem in the area, and secondly, they came in with their war dresses and displayed their weapons that night. This is corroborated by K Haizel,

				I was with Nana Kobina Nketsia IV when those who came to the forecourt of the royal palace reminded the chief that, according to custom, they could not disperse without taking a drink. Some of the people of Essikado, who had come in their war dresses, displayed the weapons that night around 8:00 pm. As defenceless as I was, I had in my possession a piece of arm which I anticipated to have had an opportunity to crack the head of one policeman; we were indeed, in a belligerent mood.88

				In the course of chanting war songs and displaying weapons such as cutlasses, guns, hoes, stones, sticks and pickaxes, Col Hooton and his contingents arrived at the forecourt of the palace and its environs where the citizens of Essikado had assembled. Peter Boakye describes this scenario or encounter as, “a physical clash between the people of the Land of Essikado and the Sea of the British”.89 

				In such a turmoil, Col. Hooton ordered Nana Kobina Nketsia IV to come out of the people. This order enabled the chief to demonstrate his leadership by bringing his people to order, asking them to drop their sticks, stones, guns, and other metal objects.90 After this, Col Hooton ordered the chief to disperse his people who had gathered in and around the palace. This issue not only infuriated Nana Kobina Nketsia IV but, more importantly, enabled him to demonstrate his boldness to Col Hooton and his contingents. He replied by commanding the policemen to move from his palace immediately in the following words, “I also command you in the name of ‘My Stool’ to move instantly”.91 It was largely due to the unpreparedness of the chief to succumb to the orders of the policemen that resulted in his brutalities as part of the efforts to arrest him. 

				
					
						87	In the context of this study, this term is used to describe rough or overly aggressive individuals.

					
					
						88	Interview: author with K Haizel, Accra, 30 September 2010. RE: Positive Action in Ghana.

					
					
						89	Boakye, “A Biography of Nana Kobina Nketsia IV”, p. 102.

					
					
						90	Boakye, “A Biography of Nana Kobina Nketsia IV”, p. 102.

					
					
						91	Interview: author with K Haizel, Accra, 30 September 2010. RE: Positive Action in Ghana. 
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				Nana Kobina Nketsis IV was thus hit on the neck and became unconscious. As a result, he was taken to Effia Nkwanta Hospital in Sekondi-Takoradi for medical care. Nana Kobina Nketsia IV could thus be said to have been the only educated Ghanaian Paramount Chief, at the time, to have been physically assaulted by the colonial police for his violation of a curfew as part of the struggle against colonial rule in Ghana. On the face of it, this was a demonstration of colonial strength or force. However, given that the colonial administration had claimed to rule through chiefs as traditional authorities since the inter-war period, the police’s arrest of a chief was an implicit admission of the failure of the colonial political project. Whatever the case may be, seventy-three people were also arrested in Sekondi-Takoradi, largely due to the pandemonium that ensued.92 

				TRIAL AND IMPRISONMENT OF THE CHIEF 

				Nana Kobina Nketsia IV was charged with provoking an illegal strike by the colonial police on 8 January 1950. He was therefore sent to court, in addition to many prominent members of the CPP, including Kwame Nkrumah, on the same offence. The CPP thus engaged the services of two lawyers from London, namely, CS Rewcastle and QC Milna, for Kwame Nkrumah and Nana Kobina Nketsia IV in that order. The latter was first tried at the District Magistrate Court in Sekondi on 31 January 1950 by His Lordship WB Van Lare, the Magistrate. Nana Kobina Nketsia IV was charged with (a) provoking a riot on 13 January 1950 at Essikadu, (b) taking part in a riot, and (c) doing an act prejudicial to the maintenance of public order, contrary to Regulations 5 (1) (a) of the Emergency (General) Regulation of 1950.93 M Rodwell appeared for the prosecution, and Nana Kobina Nketsia IV was also defended by D Essuman Gwira, B Mensah and RS Blay.94 

				The final verdict of the Chief was issued by Honourable Mr Justice T Dennison at the Assize Court.95 Nana Kobina Nketstia IV was convicted and sentenced to three years’ imprisonment with hard labour. In addition, he was made to pay a fine of £300, or, in the event of non-compliance, he would face another 12 months’ imprisonment.96 It is pertinent to note that while Nana Kobina Nketsia IV was undergoing trial, Kwame Nkrumah and other CPP members were also being tried for the same offences. Such members of the 

				
					
						92	“Sekondi Chief Challenges Curfew Arrested”, The Ashanti Pioneer, 20 January 1950. 

					
					
						93	“Trial of the CPP members”, The Spectator Daily, 12 February 1950. 

					
					
						94	The Spectator Daily, 12 February 1950. 

					
					
						95	“Trial and imprisonment of the CPP members”, The Spectator Daily, 14 March 1950. 

					
					
						96	The Spectator Daily, 14 March 1950.
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				CPP included HST Provencal, L Quaye, K Krobo Edusei, J Quashie, P Tagoe, T Hutton-Mills, AR Dennis, Kwame Nkrumah, D Dzewu, L Blankson, R Kodjo Botsio, B Awoonor-Renner, G Ashie Nikoi, NA Welbeck and JJ Ocquaye, Kwame Nkrumah, for example, was sentenced to three years imprisonment.97

				Nana Kobina Nketsia IV was first sent to the Sekondi Prison, where he shared a small cell with other prisoners. In the course of time, he was transferred to the Ankaful Prison near Elmina in the Central Region. Here, he did not fare well. In the estimation of Nana Kobina Nketsia V, “he (Nana Kobina Nketsia IV) would be brought in front of the prison officers for interrogation concerning politics and the colonial government where he was whipped and brutalized”.98 An article by J Welson in the West Africa Monitor exposed the unfair treatment of the chief led to the easing up of the prison brutalities.99

				The imprisonment of the CPP executives and other members coincided with the release of another committed CPP member, namely K Gbedemah. By this time, K Gbedemah had finished an eight-month prison sentence for libel and sedition. As a CPP stalwart, K Gbedemah worked tremendously for the success of the CPP. In addition, he kept the newspapers going and ensured that everything was in place to enable the party to win the municipal elections and other elections that might follow in the country.100 

				In the 1950 elections, the CPP won overwhelmingly. These victories no doubt convinced the newly appointed Governor, C Arden-Clarke, of Kwame Nkrumah’s and the CPP’s undoubted popularity. This explains why the Governor allowed Kwame Nkrumah to contest for the elections fixed for February 1951 while he was still in jail. Surprisingly, while the party’s leader, Kwame Nkrumah, was serving a prison sentence, the CPP swept the polls, winning 34 of the 38 popularly elected seats.101 As P Nugent notes, Kwame Nkrumah and the CPP’s victory over the UGCC in 1951 represented a victory of the small boys over the big men.102 The CPP won mainly because it convinced the majority of the electorate that its social composition reflected their interests. In other words, the CPP and Kwame Nkrumah enjoyed unflinching support from the masses, especially the youth.

				
					
						97	McFarland, Historical Dictionary of Ghana, p. 131. 

					
					
						98	Interview: author with Nana Nketsia V, Cape Coast, 15 January 2025. RE: Life in prison of Nana Kobina Nketsia IV.

					
					
						99	Vieta, Flagbearers of Ghana, p. 557. 

					
					
						100	D Basil, Black Star: A view of the life and times of Kwame Nkrumah (London: Penguin Books Ltd., 1973), p. 78.; Austin, Politics in Ghana, p. 87. 
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				There is the question of whether Positive Action was the cause of the CPP’s victory and Ghana’s independence. Kwame Nkrumah and his CPP adherents believed that, “the Positive Action was an indispensable instrument without which it would be difficult for the Gold Coast to achieve its independence the time it did”.103 To borrow the words of Kwame Nkrumah, “It is and must be by our own exertion and pressure that the British Government can relinquish its authority and hand over the control of affairs, that is, the Government to the people of this country and their chiefs”.104 Kwame Nkrumah and his adherents thus firmly believed that self-government could be achieved through constitutional means without resorting to violence. This, they say, explains the Positive Action’s contribution to Ghana’s decolonisation. This brings to the fore the invaluable role of Nana Kobina Nketsia IV in Ghana’s struggle for independence. Immediately after the Positive Action, the country attained internal self-government in 1951, following the CPP’s victory in the General Elections. Hence, to the CPP members, the Positive Action acted as a catalyst that made it possible for the country to achieve its independence in 1957.105

				It can be said that the Positive Action, adopted by Kwame Nkrumah and the CPP, significantly accelerated the fight for decolonisation, which culminated in Ghana’s attainment of independence in 1957. This also explains why Kwame Nkrumah and his CPP government became the first political party to administer the country after attaining independence. 

				With the CPP winning the election, it was not difficult to bring the question of Nana Kobina Nkestia IV’s release to the table. In 1951, this issue was brought before the Governor-in-Council. The Governor was persuaded to agree to the chief’s release in eight months, before his sentence would end. Coincidentally, on 12 February 1951, the same day Kwame Nkrumah was released from prison, Nana Kobina Nketsia IV was also released from jail. As a token of appreciation to him, the CPP held a mammoth rally in Accra. On this occasion, he was awarded a “Prison Graduate” cap. This cap was instituted by K Gbedemah. It was the highest honour the CPP conferred on those who sacrificed their lives and went to colonial jails for the country’s independence. This is corroborated by D Amenumey, who notes that “on release from prison, they called themselves ‘Prison Graduate’ and wore special caps with the letters PG written on them”.106 As part of this award, the chief was rehabilitated to his stool. He was also sponsored by the CPP to 

				
					
						103	“The relevance of Positive Action.” The Ashanti Pioneer, 14 January 1960. 
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				study in England for six years for his doctoral course.107 It is thus obvious from the discourses above that Nana Kobina Nketsia IV played a key role in both Ghana’s struggle for independence and the nation’s rebuilding.

				CONCLUSION

				This work, relying on interviews, archival data, books and newspaper articles, has demonstrated vividly how and why Nana Kobina Nketsia IV, who was a Paramount Chief of Essikado, contributed significantly to the fight for decolonisation in Ghana. His unflinching role and support for the nationalist cause for independence largely emanated from two factors: firstly, his love for Ghana, and secondly, his detestation of the country’s loss of sovereignty to the British. This explains why Nana Kobina Nketsia IV did not collaborate with the colonial government and became a non-conformist to colonial rule. His abhorrence of colonialism reached its crescendo when he saw it as an unjust system whereby metropolitan power imposed its hegemony over a weaker nation and steered its affairs. These issues undoubtedly enabled him and other nationalists, such as J Boakye Danquah, Kwame Nkrumah, K Gbedemah, and E Obetsibe-Lamptey, among others, to fight assiduously to eradicate the menace. 

				Without the sacrifices of Nana Kobina Nketsia IV and the Gold Coast nationalists, it would have been extremely difficult for the country to attain independence at the time it did. As a chief, Nana Kobina Nketsia IV openly supported Ghana’s party politics. He was beaten, arrested, tried, and imprisoned by the colonial government. This was the first of its kind in Ghana. This work, is, thus, the provision of a fairly detailed account of the activism of a chief in the CPP – an account which has hitherto been neglected, partly because historians are more familiar with the obvious prominence of chiefs in parties which were distinct from and/or opposed the CPP (especially the [Asante] National Liberation Movement, the Northern Peoples’ Party). The article, therefore, seeks to convey some of the complexity and diversity of the CPP. 

				
					
						107	Interview: author with AM Rocques, Accra, 11 January 2010. RE: Release of Nana Kobina Nketsia IV from prison.
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