
ISSN 0258-2422 (Print / Druk)
ISSN 2415-0509 (Online / Aanlyn)

Journal for 
Contemporary History

(JCH)

Joernaal vir 
Eietydse Geskiedenis

(JEG)

UNIVERSITY OF THE FREE STATE • UNIVERSITEIT VAN DIE VRYSTAAT

Vol./Jg. 41 No. 2 December / Desember 2016



CONTENTS / INHOUD

Pieter Duvenage	 Preface / Voorwoord	 i

Contemporary history / Eietydse geskiedenis
André Wessels	 40: The Journal for Contemporary History,	 1 
	 1975 to 2015

Leopold Scholtz	 Eietydse geskiedenis: ’n Interdissiplinêre benadering	 20

Themes in 20th century South African history /  
Temas in 20ste-eeuse Suid-Afrikaanse geskiedenis
Wonga F Tabata	 AWG Champion and the changing fortunes of	 40 
	 Zulu nationalism in South Africa, 1960s to 1970s

Grietjie Verhoef	 Work and save: Mobilising work ethic for	 53 
	 Afrikaner empowerment, 1918-1960

Pieter Labuschagne	 Sport, politics and black athletics in South Africa	 82 
	 during the apartheid era: A political-sociological 		
	 perspective

Janis vd Westhuizen	 Comparing the rise and fall of the authoritarian 	 105 
	 developmental state in Brazil and South Africa

Themes in post-1994 South Africa / Temas in post-1994 Suid-Afrika
Elize S van Eeden	 Politicising service delivery in South Africa:	 120 
Busi Khaba	 A reflection on the history, reality and fiction of 		
	 Bekkersdal, 1949-2015

Stephen M Joshua	 Ailing of AIDS and unaided: A critical-historical	 144 
	 review of HIV testing and “spaces” of disclosure 
	 for Catholic clerics and religious in South Africa 
	 during the 1990s

Wynand Greffrath	 The demise of post-apartheid and the emergence	 161 
	 of post-colonial South Africa

Themes in contemporary African history /  
Temas in eietydse Afrika-geskiedenis
Westen K Shilaho	 The paradox of Kenya’s constitutional reform	 184 
	 process: What future for constitutionalism?



Hamilton S Simelane	 Fiscal crisis, social protest and state violence in 	 208 
	 Swaziland, 2009-2012

Eric B Niyitunga	 Assessing the missing link within the concept of	 229 
	 preventive diplomacy with reference to African 
	 conflicts

Bert Olivier	 Religieuse fundamentalisme in die era van	 251 
	 imperium: Pre- of postmodern?

Review article
Christo Doherty	 South Africa’s “Border War    „: Contested narratives	 273 
	 and conflicting memories

Book review / Boekbespreking	 282

Instructions to authors / Outeursvoorskrifte	 286

List of reviewers / Lys van keurders	 288

Subscription form / Intekenvorm	 291



i

PREFACE

This edition of the Journal for Contemporary History (JCH) starts with reflections 
on the theme of contemporary history. In this section André Wessels, my 
predecessor as editor, provides a very good critical interpretation of the history 
of the JCH – which have been with us the past 40 years. His contribution is 
succeeded by an interpretation of the concept of contemporary history by the 
well-known journalist and historian Leopold Scholtz. This contribution by Scholtz 
will be the first in a series of forthcoming articles by contributors positioning 
themselves from different theoretical perspectives. This first section is succeeded 
by a section on themes in 20th century South African history (with contributions by 
Tabata, Verhoef, Labuschagne and Van der Westhuizen) and a section on post-
1994 South African history (with contributions by Van Eeden and Khaba, Joshua 
and Greffrath). This edition ends with a section on themes in contemporary 
African history (with contributions by Shilaho, Simelane, Niyitunga, and Olivier).

Finally, it is with great sadness that we are saying farewell to one of our 
contributing editors, Pieter Kapp. Professor Kapp (born 1939), a well-respected 
South African and Afrikaans historian, died on 13 December 2015. 

Pieter Duvenage (Editor) 

VOORWOORD

Hierdie uitgawe van die Joernaal vir Eietydse Geskiedenis (JEG) begin met 
ŉ besinning oor die tema eietydse geskiedenis. In hierdie afdeling gee André 
Wessels, my voorganger as redakteur, ŉ baie goeie kritiese interpretasie van 
die geskiedenis van die JEG – wat reeds 40 jaar met ons is. Sy bydrae word 
opgevolg deur ŉ interpretasie van die begrip eietydse geskiedenis deur die 
bekende joernalis en historikus Leopold Scholtz. Hierdie bydrae van Scholtz is 
die eerste in ŉ reeks artikels wat vorentoe deur ander bydraers vanuit verskillende 
teoretiese gesigspunte benader sal word. Hierna volg ŉ afdeling oor temas in die 
20ste-eeuse Suid-Afrikaanse geskiedenis (met bydraes deur Tabata, Verhoef, 
Labuschagne en Van der Westhuizen) en ŉ afdeling oor temas in post-1994 
Suid-Afrikaanse geskiedenis (met bydraes deur Van Eeden en Khaba, Joshua en 
Greffrath). Hierdie uitgawe word dan met ŉ afdeling oor temas in eietydse Afrika-
geskiedenis (met bydraes deur Shilaho, Simelane, Niyitunga en Olivier) afgesluit. 

Laastens is dit met leedwese dat ons afskeid neem van een van ons 
medewerkende redakteurs, Pieter Kapp. Professor Kapp (gebore 1939), ŉ 
gerespekteerde Suid-Afrikaanse en Afrikaanse historikus, is op 13 Desember 
2015 oorlede. 

Pieter Duvenage (Redakteur) 


