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Chapter 8

Summary and conclusion

of the Hebrew Bible are considered and evaluated, it is clear that the

exact scope of the negative X% 15” is not always properly presented. The

purpose of this research was to determine the distribution and scope
of the negative X% [5°. This endeavour rests largely on a syntactic account
of the distribution of the negative X7 15°.

If the presentation of the negative X% /o’ in contemporary text versions

8.1  Morphological varieties of the negative X [5°

Chapter 2 expounded the morphological varieties of the negative X% 15°.
Two varieties of the negative X% /9’ are found in BH: the defective form
X5 10° (scriptio defectiva) and the full form }15 16° (scriptio plena). It was
concluded that there exists, on syntactic level, no difference between
these two forms. This discussion was followed by an exposition of the number
of occurrences of the negative forms X% 16> and %1% 16°, which also included
an exposition of the different particles with which x5 9> and %> 16’ are
likely to be combined. Section 2.3 briefly referred to the issue regarding
the ketib/qere readings of the negative X% [6°. The following table (1)
summarises the findings of the data search:
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ey
Morphological Distribution
form
x> 1o° 5 188 cases in 3 967 verses
Xo 16° 28 cases in 28 verses
x> lo° 3 323 cases of the bare form in 2 767 verses
o 16° 28 cases in 28 verses
X0 wlo’ 1 598 cases in 1 383 verses
X wio’ 0 cases
X1 bl 25 cases in 22 verses
X102 b0’ 6 cases in 4 verses
Xoy Selo’ 4 cases in 4 verses
Xy Seld’ 0 cases
x93 ko 0 cases
X103 k96’ 1 case
X5 190° 10 cases in 8 verses
X5 116 0 cases
Xon hlo’ 127 cases in 125 verses
X107 hlo’ 147 cases in 139 verses

The next section briefly referred to the use of the maggéf to join
the negative X% 10 to the subsequent category, as well as to numerous cases
where it is not joined by means of the maggqéf. It was argued that, in terms
of syntactic distribution, there is no difference between those examples
joined by means of the maqgqgéf and those without it. In section 2.3 a brief
reference was made to cases pertaining to ketib/qgere readings. Some 20
examples are found where there is no certainty as to whether it is indeed
the negative X /0’ encountered in the text or whether the negative should
be superseded by another form as proposed by either the gere reading or
the text critical apparatus in the BH text.

The inadequacy of syntactic descriptions in BH dictionaries and
grammars on the distribution, let alone the phenomenon of scope, of the
negative X> [6> was briefly indicated. It was indicated that BH dictionaries
and grammars, to a great extent, merely list uses of the negative X7 15°.
Most of the BH dictionaries and grammars do differentiate between what
they refer to as item-negation and negation of the verb. However, these
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divisions are not always sufficiently clear as they tend to combine what
are referred to in this research as constituent- and sentence-negation. In
terms of the scope of the negative in different syntactical settings, no clear
distinctions are drawn.

8.2  Theoretical assumptions

It was indicated in Chapter 3 that Minimalist Syntax, the most recent
theory of Universal Grammar within Chomskyan Generative Grammar,
offers itself as a powerful tool to explain and determine the exact scope
of the negative X% [0”. In Chapter 3 a brief outline of the fundamental
principles, assumptions and devices of Minimalist Syntax was presented.
In the derivations of BH sentences the operations merge and move were
considered as the basic operations in the derivation of BH sentences in
this research. The lexical items selected from the lexicon are merged in
a strictly cyclic bottom-up fashion. A distinction was drawn between inter-
pretable and uninterpretable features. The operation move was introduced
as the mechanism needed for the checking of the different features of the
lexical categories.

With reference to expositions of the negative in different languages,
amongst others, Italian, French and Modern Hebrew, the characteristics
of the negative x> 15> were expounded. The final section of Chapter 3
expounded the phenomenon of c-command as the mechanism to determine
the scope of the negative X% /0” in BH. The following assumptions in terms
of the negative X7 [6° in BH were postulated:

e  BH expresses sentential negation by means of a single negative marker,
preceding the constituent it negates.

e BH expresses neither the phenomenon of Negative Concord, nor
the phenomenon of Double Negation.

e The negative X /¢’ is a functor/function word, that is, it represents
a functional category.

e  The negative X 10” occupies the head position of the NegP.

¢ In the syntactic structure in BH, NegP is generated above TP.

e The scope of the negative X7 [’ is the set of nodes that it c-commands.
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8.3  Distribution and scope of the negative X5 /5’

The modus operandi of Chapters 4-7 was to open with a discussion on
the distribution of the negative X% [9” preceding respectively the finite
verbs (Chapter 4), the non-verbal categories (Chapter 5) and the non-finite
verbs (Chapter 6). Chapter 7 discussed certain exceptional uses of the
negative X5 [5°. These discussions on the syntactic distribution of the
negative X5 16> were followed by discussions to determine the exact scope
of the negative X7 19’ preceding all the above-mentioned categories. Refer-
ences were made to different text versions, to evaluate their consideration
of the scope of the negative X7 [5” in terms of the conclusions arrived at
regarding scope.

Chapter 4 opened with a discussion on the syntactic distribution
of the negative X 1o’ preceding the finite verbs, i e the perfect and im-
perfect verb forms as well as the three command forms, i e the cohort-
ative, the imperative and the jussive. It was concluded that the scope of
the negative X5 19’ preceding these finite verbs ranged over the whole
subsequent clause, hence, sentence-negation. It was indicated that in
terms of the command forms, the results of the data searches were not
conclusive. No case was found of the negative X7 15’ preceding the im-
perative, but, where applicable, examples were illustrated of the negative
x> 10° preceding the jussive and the cohortative, respectively. However,
it was indicated that the negative X% /o’ preceding these command forms
warrants further research.

The scope of the negative X5 1o° preceding the non-verbal categories
was discussed in Chapter 5. The non-verbal categories include categories
such as nouns, adjectives, adverbs and prepositions. In each subdivision
the distribution of the negative X% 19> preceding the above-mentioned non-
verbal categories was expounded, followed by a discussion of the scope
of the negative preceding these categories. In terms of the scope of the
negative X7 ¢, this chapter introduced another type of negation, that of
constituent-negation. It was maintained that the negative X% 9’ preceding
the different non-verbal categories only has scope over the particular cate-
gory under discussion.
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Chapter 6 provided a discussion of the negative X 1o’ preceding
the non-finite verbs, i e the participle and the infinitives (construct and
absolute). As the negative X% /9’ is not the traditionally expected negative
for the non-finite verbs, the number of cases of the negative X% 1o’ pre-
ceding the non-finite verbs was not high. A syntactic analysis of the dis-
tribution of the negative X5 16 preceding these categories was provided,
followed by a discussion on the scope of the negative X7 15’ preceding
these non-finite verbs. In terms of scope it was indicated that the participle
exhibits both sentence- and constituent-negation. In terms of the infinitive
construct certain examples exhibited constituent-negation, i e the negative
X5 10” has scope only over the particular infinitive construct. Other examples
of the negative X7 [° preceding the infinitive construct were considered
to be cases of sentence-negation. The negative X> /o’ preceding the in-
finitive absolute also exhibited both sentence- and constituent-negation.
In conclusion, it was maintained that the negative 8> /9’ preceding the
non-finite verbs exhibited, unlike the finite verbs, both sentence- and
constituent-negation.

Chapter 7 discussed some exceptional uses of the negative x> [5°.
This chapter deviated slightly from the objective of this research, viz
determining the scope of the negative X> /6> in BH. The cases discussed
in this chapter are instances of the use of X% /9’ in constructions where it
does not convey its primary function of negation, and therefore bears no
properties of scope in the clause. This chapter discussed, firstly, the use
of the negative X 16° in a negative answer with the meaning of no. This
was followed by a discussion of X7 /5’ in the X50x ’im-15° construction
with the interpretation of asseverativeness translated as surely or indeed.
The final construction that was discussed is the possible use of the nega-
tive X7 [0’ as a noun. Throughout Chapter 7 it was concluded that these
discussions were preliminary and needed further research. The syntactic
distribution of the negative X% 15’ is summarised in the following table 2:
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(@)
()

(ii)

250

X5 [0 / ¥ 16 preceding finite verbs

The perfect verb
X5 [ with the perfect verb Gen 4’
X1 16° with the perfect verb Jer 8%
The imperfect verb
x2/0> with the imperfect verb Gen 18"
X15 16° with the imperfect verb Gen 317
The command forms
X>10° with the jussive 1 Kgs 2°
X>/¢> with the imperative -
x>10° with the cohortative Deut 18"
X>[6’ in absolute prohibitions Ex 20"

X5 [0° / % 16’ preceding non-verbal categories

X>16° with common nouns and proper names | Gen 20"
x>16° with adjectives Gen 2"
%1 16> with adjectives 1 Sam 2**
x2/0> with adverbs Num 24"
X2/0> with prepositions Lev 22%
X15 16° with prepositions Jer 5'°
x>/[o> with the relative particle 1 Sam 16’




(iii)

(iv)

8.4

Snyman/Summary and conclusion

XS 10° / ®17 10 preceding non-finite verbs

The participle
x>/g> with the participle Zech 14"
x>/o> with the Qal passive participle Is 33"
The infinitive
X>/0°> with the infinitive construct Num 35%
X>/0°> with the infinitive absolute Ps 49°
Exceptional uses of the negative X [5°
X2 [0’ in a negative answer Gen 42"
X> [o” in connection with the particle | Gen 24
OX ’im expressing certainty
X> [0’ used as a noun Job 6!

Sentence- versus constituent-negation

The overall conclusion of this research is that the negative X 15°, in terms
of scope, exhibits both sentence- and constituent-negation. Chapter 4 dis-
cussed sentence-negation, whereas Chapter 5 introduced the entire phenom-
enon of constituent-negation. Chapter 6 illustrated both types of negation.

Sentence-negation implied the merging of NegP above TP, as in (3):

3

NegP
x> 10° TP
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The arrow indicates the scope of the negative X7 9’ expressing sentence-
negation, i e the negative x> [o” has scope over TP, VP? and VP'. Consider
Gen 8’ as an example of sentence-negation in (4):

(4) Gen§g’

TPITR7 TR MV MNNRTN)
wloP-mos’da hayyond mandah 1%kaf-raglah
But-not found-she (Qal perf 3rd fem sing) the-dove resting-place for-
sole-of-foot-her
But the dove could not find a resting-place for the sole of her feet...

Constituent-negation implies that the negative X5 [0’ takes a specific
category as complement, with this complement carrying a topic-feature
with the eventual movement of this topicalised category to the specifier
position of TopP, where the checking of the topic-feature takes place.
Consider the following visual representation of constituent-negation (5):

§) .
TopP

NegP TopP
x> o’ X TP

/\ 2
VP
VP!

T

The above arrow indicates that the negative X% /0> exhibiting constituent-
negation has scope only over the topicalised constituent that it precedes.
Consider the example in (6) as an illustration of constituent-negation:
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(6)  Gen32%

OROPTER D Y TV KT 2PYr XD Ny
wayyo’mer 10° ya““qob yeé’amer ‘od Simka ki ’im-yisra’el
and-said-he not jacob-(proper name) will-be-called-you more name-
your but-israel...

Then he said, “Not Jacob will your name be called any longer, but
Israel ...

In conclusion, then, in terms of scope, it was indicated that the
negative X5 /6’ in BH exhibits both sentence- and constituent-negation.
The following table (7) summarises these findings:

(N

The scope of the negative X> [5°
Different categories
preceded by the
negative X% [0’
Perfect verbs
Imperfect verbs
Jussive
Cohortative
Imperative
Participle
Infinitive construct
Infinitive absolute
Common Nouns
Proper Names
Independent Pronouns
Accusative Marker
Adjectives
Adverbs
Prepositions
Relative particle

Sentence- | Constituent-
negation negation

SNENENEN

NENENE

N ENENENENENENENANENENY

92 Cf Koehler et al (1974: 486) for a reference to the negation of a single word in a
sentence, utilising this verse as an example.
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8.5 Open-ended matters

The focus of this research was to determine the scope of the negative
X7 10’ on the categories following it. In Chapter 2, dealing with the
grammatical aspects of the negative X5 [o°, the different particles with
which the negative X5 1o are likely to combine were indicated. Through-
out the research different translation possibilities were mentioned in
relevant cases. The role of these categories preceding the negative X5 10°
needs to be determined. For example, it was proposed that the QM 77 h*
has scope over the entire clause following it, whilst the negative X% 10
can express either sentence- or constituent-negation, dependent upon the
lexical category following it. This is but one category preceding the
negative X7 /o’ that may be mentioned. Future research might shed light
on the scope of the negative X> [0’ and these listed categories preceding
the negative. It was maintained in this research that there is, on syntactic
level, no difference in the distribution of the negative X5 /o> with and
without the magqéf. However, future research might shed light on the
use of the maggqéf joining the negative X% [0 to the subsequent category
and on those cases where the magqeéf is lacking. Chapter 2 also briefly
referred to the ketib/gere readings. Some 20 examples are found where
variant readings to the negative X5 /o> are proposed. These 20 examples
need to be discussed in detail to determine the possibility of accepting
the gere reading or whether to retain the ketib reading, i e retaining the
negative x> [0°.

Chapter 4 examined the negative X5 /o> preceding the different
finite verbs. A serious concern regarding the command forms was pointed
out. According to data searches, several examples were indicated where,
for example, the finite form was the form of the jussive, but did not
carry the meaning of a jussive; or the meaning of the form was that of a
jussive, but the form itself was not a jussive. These matters still need
extensive research to determine which forms are, for example, the
ordinary imperfect form with the negative X% /0’ and which are in fact
the negative X7 [0’ preceding the command forms. Chapter 4 also came to
preliminary conclusions regarding the use of X% [0° in so-called elliptic
constructions after the conjunction ox ’im, but these very interesting
examples also justify further research. Chapter 5 expounded, among other
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things, the use of the negative X% /5’ with the accusative marker X “et-
and the relative particle "X >“Ser. As was indicated with these categories,
further research might shed light on those cases where an empty ante-
cedent in the relative clause is encountered. Chapter 6 discussed the use
of the negative X /6” with non-finite verbs. Given, firstly, that the usual
negation of the non-finite forms is not accomplished by means of the
negative x> [9°, and secondly, the relatively low number of occurrences
of the negative X5 19> preceding these categories, a comparison of the usual
negative particles with these non-finite verb forms might shed light on
the characteristics of X5 [o” with these forms. Chapter 7 briefly discussed
some exceptional uses of the negative X% 15”, for example, its use as a noun
and as a negative answer. These discussions were preliminary and extensive
research on these constructions should serve to shed light on the use of
the negative X% [0 in such constructions.

This research set out to investigate the distribution and the scope
of the negative x> /5’ in BH in order to facilitate a better understanding
of the complexity and richness thereof. It is clear that research on the
negative X% 19°, per se, as well as negation in BH in general, is still in its

infancy; this research should be considered preliminary to further research
in this field.
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